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Laura	
  Br itton	
  was	
  born	
  and	
  ra ised	
  r ight 	
  outs ide	
  of 	
  New	
  
York	
   C ity . 	
   Her 	
   interests 	
   inc lude	
   l istening	
   to	
   A	
   Tr ibe	
  
Cal led	
  Quest 	
  and	
  try ing	
  on	
  different 	
  shades	
  of 	
  l ipst ick.	
  
In 	
  her 	
  wr it ing, 	
  Laura	
  str ives 	
  to	
  create	
  characters 	
  so	
  
re latable, 	
  and	
  scenar ios 	
  that 	
  h it 	
  so	
  c lose	
  to	
  home, 	
  that	
  
she	
   makes	
   the	
   reader 	
   uncomfortable. 	
   She	
   a lso	
   writes	
  
in 	
   hopes	
   of 	
   being	
   a 	
   good	
   role 	
   model 	
   to	
   her 	
   younger	
  
brother, 	
  and	
  making	
  her 	
  parents 	
  proud.

LAURA	
  BRITTON
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   I  have  a  hundred  cans  of  Spam.  I  have  two  hundred  pounds  of  

until  it’s  all  over.  

though  I  do  have  enough  rations  for  two,  and  I  opted  to  spend  an  extra  

possibility   of   acid  was  more   interesting  

Shelter
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threatening   suicide—a   threat  

“When	
   I 	
   wasn’t 	
   sobbing	
  
over 	
   my	
   ex-­‐gir l fr iend’s	
  
new, 	
  extreme	
  dis l ike 	
  of 	
  me,	
  
I 	
   was	
   cal l ing	
   every 	
   contact	
  
in 	
  my	
   address 	
   book	
   threat-­‐
ening	
   suic ide—a	
   threat 	
   no	
  
one, 	
   inc luding	
  myself , 	
  took	
  
ser iously .”	
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convinced   me   to   let   her   pop  

See  you  around.

BRITTON

“Up	
   in 	
  my	
  bathroom,	
  she	
  
convinced	
  me	
  to	
  let 	
  her 	
  pop	
  
my	
   nose	
   back	
   into	
   place;	
  
she	
  sa id 	
  she	
  had	
  done	
  i t 	
  be-­‐
fore. 	
   A	
   year 	
   later 	
   she	
   told	
  
me	
  that 	
  had	
  been	
  a 	
   l ie .”
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move,  I  didn’t  want  her  to  move.  I  fell  in  love  with  the  upward  curve  of  

The  
Simpsons

the   storm  came  around,   I  

“I 	
   was	
   ready	
   to	
   ask	
   her 	
   to	
  
marry 	
   me, 	
   I 	
   real ly 	
   was, 	
   but	
  
when	
   news	
   of 	
   the	
   storm	
   came	
  
around, 	
  I 	
  found	
  myself 	
  d ipping	
  
into	
  my	
   savings	
   for 	
   the	
   r ing	
   in	
  
order 	
  to 	
  bui ld 	
  the	
  shelter .”
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had  to  wait.  

Call  when  the  storm  passes.

BRITTON
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